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Q: Are Boards of Election required to wait until after tlie filing deadline to. send local ballot 
questions and issues to tlie SOS for review? 

A. No; Boards of Elections (BOEs) are encouraged to send local questions and issues to 
the Secretary of State's office as soon as possible. 

Q: Are tax levies always proposed by resolution? 

A. No; a taxing authority may propose a tax levy by resolution or by ordinance. 

Q: Can a replacement levy increase tlie millage of an existing levy? 

A. Yes; under R.C. 5705.192, taxing authorities may propose to replace an existing.levy at 
the same rate, an increased rate, or a decreased rate of taxation. 

Q: Can a renewal levy increase or decrease tlie rate of an existing levy? 

A. Yes, a taxing authority may propose to renew an existing tax at an increased or 
decreased rate. 

Q: Does tlie BOE need to receive a copy of tlie Resolution of Necessity filed with tlie county 
auditor? 

A. Although nothing in R.C. 5705.03 requires taxing authorities to file a copy of the 
Resolution of Necessity with a BOE, the Secretary of State's office has historically 
requested boards to obtain copies of the Resolution of Necessity in order to facilitate 
our review process. A subdivision's failure to provide the BOE with a copy of the 
Resolution of Necessity will be noted. in the Secretary of State's review, and those 
notations will become part of the public record. 

Q: Can we get a copy of tlie Resolution of Necessity that was filed wit11 the county auditor? 

A. Yes, you may request a copy from the auditor. 

Q. Must tlie auditor's certificate accompany the resolution or ordinance for a tax levy filed 
wit11 the%OE? 

A. Yes. Pursuant to R.C. 5705.03, a BOE cannot submit -the tax levy to the voters unless the 
auditor's cei-tificate accompanies the resolution or ordinance filed with -the BOE to place 
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the tax levy on the ballot. 

Q: When the Secretary of State's office says that a ballot question or issue is "approved as to 
ballot form only," can the question or issue still appear on the ballot? 

A. When the Secretary of State's office marks a ballot question or issue as "approved to 
ballot form only," it means that the ballot language created by the BOE is proper under 
the authorizing statute and R.C. 3505.06(E), but that there may be some underlying 
concerns or problems with the resolutions created by the taxing authority. Since the 
board is only responsible for giving approval to ballot language, the question or issue 
may still appear on the ballot, if that is the intent of the taxing authority. The taxing 
authority, in consultation with its legal counsel, must decide whether it wants to 
proceed with the issue despite those problems or concerns. 

Q: If a renewal levy is placed on the ballot, can a BOE still use condensed text on the ballot? 

A. Yes; under R.C. 3505.06(E), as long as the Board proposes condensed ballot text that 
will properly describe the question or issue. 

Q: When receiving ballot language back from the SOS, there may be notes on what to 
change; for example: the purpose must be boldface type and twice the size of surrounding 
text. However, when I get ballot language from an overlap county on the same identical type 
of issue, their ballot language does not match these requirements. How should we handle this 
situation? 

A. We would recommend that you contact the most populous county to determine if you 
have received the actual "approved" ballot language or only their proposed language. 

Q: If we get ballot language from the most populous and it is not in our county's format 
(ex.: words plus numbers for millage), can we change the format? 

A. No. The issue must appear to every voter in the same exact format so your board must 
use the most populous county's format for this particular issue. 

Q: If the BOE used condensed ballot text when an existing levy was originally approved by 
the voters, must the BOE use condensed ballot text again if the levy is going to be renewed or 
replaced - or can the BOE decide to provide the full text on the ballot? 

A. Ullclet R.C. 3505.OG(E), Llle use uf  ~ul~clel~secl Lallul lexl is ~u1111~leLcly willlit~ Llle 
discretion of the ROE and may vary from election to election. 
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Q: When a ballot language template asks for the "commencing date" is the year enough, or 
does the BOE need to provide a specific date? 

A. In most instances the BOE must only provide the year a tax or bond issue will 
commence; however, in some instances (usually income taxes) a specific date is 
required. 

Q: Should the ROE ask our Prosecutor's office to review language before submitting to 
Secretary of State's office? 

A. The BOE should consult with the County Prosecutors office to determine the process 
that will work best for the BOE and for the County Prosecutor's office. 

Q: Do we have to post resolutions in the newspaper? 

A. No. 

Q: What does the phrase "in excess of the ten mill limitation" mean in RC 5705.03? 

A. Under Article XII, section 2 of the Ohio Constitution and R.C. 5705.02, the amount of 
taxes that can be levied on any piece of real property cannot exceed ten mills for each 
dollar of tax valuation, unless the voters specifically approve the additional tax at an 
election. This limitation is referred to as the "ten-mill limitation" in R.C. 5705.03. 

Q: How can we get a copy of the Ohio Ballot Questions and Issues Handbook? 

A. Each participant to the webinar received a link to access the Ballot Questions & Issues 
Handbook. You will be able to download and/or print a copy if you choose to do so. 




