
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

SAFETY & SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Monday, February 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
Mayfield Village Loft Conference Room 

Mayfield Village Civic Center 
 
 
The Safety and Service Committee met on Monday, February 1, 2010 in the Mayfield Village 
Loft Conference Room at Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Dr. Parker called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 p.m.  
 
 
 Present: Dr. Parker and Mrs. Mills 
 
 Also  
 Present: Chief Dearden, Chief Mohr, Mr. Metzung,  
   Mr. Thomas, Mr. Wynne and Mrs. Betsa 
 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
. Partnership among the communities of the Euclid Creek Watershed Council 
 
Mr. Metzung reported that one time we were members of Euclid Creek. They doubled their fees 
so we dropped our commitment to them. They have come back to us begging and pleading.   
 
There is something to be said for when the EPA shows up and we have them sitting at our side.  
$4,500.00 worth of insurance is really what it comes down to.  They do provide public education 
and public outreach programs that would be used by the Village. There is duplication of service 
from them and Chagrin River.  99.9% of our drainage goes to Chagrin. Euclid Creek is returning.  
The amount was originally going to be $5,500.00 and they brought it down to $4,500.00. 
 
Mr. Metzung stated that Claire Posius is going to be providing a powerpoint presentation at 
Caucus. 
 
Dr. Parker asked Mr. Metzung if it makes sense to do this. 
 
Mr. Metzung replied, there is a certain amount of goodwill to your neighbors in this. 
 
Mrs. Mills added there are quite a few of our surrounding communities - City of Euclid, 
Highland Heights, Richmond Heights, Lyndhurst and Beachwood.   
 
Dr. Parker suggested the Committee wait until they hear Claire Posius’ presentation.  This will 
have to go to Finance because there are dollars involved.  Do we need to decide this by the next 
Council meeting? 
 
Mr. Metzung replied they will be looking for an answer at the next Council meeting.  Mr. 
Metzung added, again, the EPA shows up and we are going to be audited at some point.  It’s a 
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three day audit of our stormwater management.  It will be nice to have another player sitting next 
to you.   
 
Dr. Parker asked in addition with Chagrin? 
 
Mr. Metzung replied, correct. 
 
Dr. Parker suggested we keep that where it sits. 
 
 
SERVICE 

DEPARTMENT 
 
. Wiley Park parking lot 
 
Mr. Metzung reported we are looking for a grant from the surface water fund.  This fund comes 
from fines that the EPA has collected over the years.  Now they are giving this back out in the 
form of grants.  It’s 100% grant.  If we can get that, we will have the parking lot redone for free. 
The only caveat is that we will be redoing our drive at Service. We have to do it anyway.  It’s 
really not doing well. 
 
Dr. Parker stated, so, regardless, we have to spend the money on the drive. This is just a matter 
of seeing if we can get them to pay for it. 
 
Mr. Metzung replied, right, using this opportunity to pay for the parking lot. 
 
Dr. Parker stated this is a no-brainer.  We just have to send this off to Finance. 
 
Mr. Wynne asked, is the grant for the parking lot and the drive, or just the parking lot? 
 
Mr. Metzung replied, just the parking lot.  We did send a preliminary submittal to the EPA to 
find out what their feelings were towards it. At that point, we kind of hinted that we wanted them 
to pay for the drive and they kind of hinted that there was no way in hell that they were going to 
pay for it. 
 
 
FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 
 
. Hillcrest Tech Rescue Team annual membership 
. Annual hydrant fee 
 
Chief Mohr reported the next two items are annual renewals or regional issues. The first one is 
our share with the other Hillcrest communities.  It is $5,000.00.  It has not changed for many 
years. 
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The next item involves the annual hydrant fees with Cleveland Water, $7,300.00. We have no 
say in that. 
 
Dr. Parker asked how they have been with servicing our hydrants.  Dr. Parker knows years back 
we had issues where we kind of held back on paying until they took care of things.  Are there 
any outstanding issues at present? 
 
Chief Mohr replied, we had an issue just two weeks ago down here on North Woodlane where 
we received notification. They have improved their services in that they are giving us 
notification when they come out to change things out like hydrants.  We had an issue down on 
North Woodlane where we went down and checked their work. This hydrant was in the swale.  
Turns out it was not on the list to replace. They just arbitrarily replaced this hydrant.  Someone 
came out with a pre-cut piece of cast iron which was to go to the waterline and flanged on the 
hydrant.  The hydrant was up to Chief Mohr’s nose because it was in the swale. Unacceptable.  A 
hydrant is supposed to be between 39” and 42” high. So, we immediately, with Doug’s help, got 
someone through Cleveland Water.  They took care of it. They jumped all over this contractor.  It 
has been replaced. 
 
Dr. Parker asked, so we are pretty good then? 
 
Chief Mohr replied, yes, he would say that the reception of their attention to detail has improved 
dramatically over the last two years. What is getting Chief Mohr’s attention and curiosity is they 
are replacing hydrants that we are not asking them to.  Unless they are changing out hydrants on 
their own.  How do you know that?  You go around and see a hydrant that has the Cleveland 
colors of orange and silver versus our red. Those are hydrants that have been changed out. 
 
Dr. Parker asked, no matter what, it’s the same price, correct? 
 
Chief Mohr replied, yes, $7,300.00.  That’s based on the number of hydrants in the community. 
This is a no-brainer. We don’t have any option. 
 
 
POLICE 

DEPARTMENT 
 
. Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor 
. Kardex filing system for the new police facility (State contract)  
 
 
Chief Dearden reported that we are looking to replace one of our police cruisers.  Obviously 
because of the General Fund budget situation that we have this year, we are looking to expend 
funds out of the Law Enforcement Trust Account that we have set up.  There are sufficient funds 
to purchase one this year and one next year if the budget still is in bad shape.  The funding is 
there. The Law Enforcement Trust Account is set up through State law. The use of the funds in 
there are also established by the State law, one of them being for any law enforcement purpose 
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that the legislative authority deems as acceptable.  Council would have to agree that is an 
acceptable use for law enforcement purposes. 
 
Mrs. Mills asked if that money is held here in Mayfield Village, in our account? 
 
Mr. Wynne replied, yes.  The fund has about $50,000.00 in it. 
 
Chief Dearden replied, the monies that are in there are basically generated by the sale of vehicles 
that we seized and then took title to through forfeiture process of the Courts.  Obviously, the 
biggest one was the Mercedes. That was the biggest lump of money in there. We do seize 
vehicles and sell them on a regular basis. 
 
Dr. Parker asked how many vehicles we originally had planned for this year in our cycle of 
things. 
 
Chief Dearden replied, normally we would have replaced two.   
 
Dr. Parker asked, would that be normally two this year and one next year or do we have an off 
and one cycle? 
 
Chief Dearden replied, every year. There’s a regular rotation. 
 
Dr. Parker stated we are just going to go with one this year. 
 
 
. Kardex filing system for the new police facility (State contract)  
 
Chief Dearden reported that the second item relates to the new police facility.  It’s a Kardex 
movable filing system. The only reason we need to contract for that now is that the vendor has to 
work with Panzica to establish building into the concrete floor the rail system. So, until Council 
has actually approved the legislation to purchase the item from Professional Business Systems – 
 
Mrs. Mills asked what the rail system is. 
 
Chief Dearden replied, the cabinets like in the doctor’s office.  Professional Business Systems 
provided the quote.  It is under State contract.  It is $10,422.00. 
 
Dr. Parker asked how far along we are with electronic systems. Are there systems out there 
where we could not have to use paper and charts and things like that? 
 
Chief Dearden replied, he has no idea. We have never looked in to those. 
 
Dr. Parker said, he does not know if there’s anything, he would hate to see us spend money on 
something that is not the way of the future, especially since it’s a new police station.  It might be 
more expensive to do it electronically, but in the long run, it might save us money. 
 



Safety and Service Minutes 
February 1, 2010 
Page 5  
 
 
Mr. Wynne stated, for what it’s worth, Lyndhurst is building a second courtroom.  They are 
putting this system in. 
 
Dr. Parker asked, the same filing system? 
 
Mr. Wynne replied, yes. 
 
Chief Dearden stated he does not know of any problems on the table here through the Village 
that is looking at an electronic computerized filing system. 
 
Dr. Parker stated it might be nice to look into something like this, with all of the other things we 
are doing with our computerization.  It may be cost prohibitive at this point.  Okay, sounds good. 
 
Chief Dearden stated there are going to be any number of items that will be coming up that are 
going to be coming out of the budget for the new facility.  Actually, hopefully for the February 
Council meeting, we would have the results of the bid for the dispatch center so we would like to 
get approval to contract with the vendors at that point because they have to start coordinating 
with the other vendors and Panzica to establish their needs when they install that system down 
there.  There’s any number of other items that we will be looking at getting vendor contracts for. 
 
Dr. Parker stated a lot of places are now scanning in stuff so they don’t have to produce paper.  
He knows even now that we send so many things through e-mail. Even things like codified 
ordinances can all be electronic.  If you needed to print something, you could.  It would be nice if 
we look into it.   
 
ANY OTHER MATTERS 
 
Dr. Parker asked if there was anything else.   
 
Chief Dearden stated he just wanted to bring up one other item.  Joe Diemert’s office sent him 
some information relative to cost recovery for emergency callouts for motor vehicle accidents.  
Apparently under State law, we do have the capability of billing the insurance companies and 
recovering the cost of manpower and equipment used on motor vehicle accidents to the at-fault 
party as long as it wasn’t a Village resident.  If it’s a Village resident, obviously we don’t want to  
bill them for our services because they are paying for them. 
 
Chief Dearden is just starting to review the information. There is a company that provides billing 
and collecting service.  They don’t charge the municipality anything. They actually just add on a 
fee to the insurance company’s review. 
 
Mrs. Mills stated that is something that has to go to Ordinance Review. 
 
Chief Dearden replied, yes.  He just wanted to bring it up and let you know we are looking in to 
this. 
 
Mrs. Mills stated you are in tangent with the Fire Department then as far as being able to collect. 
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Chief Mohr stated Cleveland does it.  It’s very unpopular.  It’s contested every time someone 
turns around. 
 
Mr. Wynne asked, what’s unpopular, billing the insurance company? 
 
Chief Mohr replied, if there is an accident, say there’s an anti-freeze or oil spill. We have an 
ordinance for hazardous materials mitigation. For example, when that truck got hit down here at 
the freeway and broke that 300 gallon saddletank.  We had to have the Hazmat team out here. 
We were reimbursed the $4,500.00 for us plus the $6,000.00 for the Hazmat team from the 
insurance company for the trucking company.  We have an ordinance to that effect. But when 
Grandma hits Mr. Jones in the intersection right here and there is anti-freeze on the road, when 
the radiator breaks you could conceivably charge them for that. That is always contested by the 
insurance companies. 
 
Mrs. Mills asked, do you have to bring out a Hazmat crew to clean that up? 
 
Chief Mohr replied, we do right now, or Ken’s does it.  If there’s an EPA guideline that he does 
not know about, he doesn’t. We would have to sit there and document everything and take 
photographs.  The issue that he has heard from Fire Chiefs around the area is you literally have 
to document the scene and present that in Court because it is going to be contested.  Chief Mohr 
stated it is going to take time and effort.  Is it a revenue stream?  Yes, it could be, but it’s going 
to cost you money to get that revenue because you are going to have to stand around with 
videocameras and shoot everything.  You have to document. 
 
Mrs. Mills asked, don’t you always do that in an accident scene now?  Document it?  Do you 
photograph? 
 
Chief Dearden replied, that’s the only time we would bill for it anyhow is if we take an accident 
report.  If the parties settle among themselves, we would not bill anyone. They would be 
forwarded a copy of the accident report.  This is just preliminary. Chief Dearden will check with 
some cities this company does business with and see what their actual rate of recovery is. 
 
Chief Mohr replied, it’s big down South.  In Cincinnati it’s big. 
 
Chief Dearden stated we will look into it. 
 
Dr. Parker asked if there was anything else. There were no further comments. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  The next Safety and Service 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 1, 2010 in the Loft Conference Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary E. Betsa, Clerk of Council 


