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Planning & Zoning Commission 
Special Workshop Meeting Minutes 

Mayfield Village 
March 30, 2009 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission met in SPECIAL workshop session on Monday, 

March 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Civic Hall for a meeting of 
the Planning & Zoning Commission. Chairman Jim Farmer presided.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Mr. James Farmer 
  Mr. Garry Regan 

Mr. Bill Marquardt 
Mr. Wes Marrotte 

   Mr. Eric Jochum  
Dr. Sue McGrath (arrived 7:40 p.m.) 

   Mayor Rinker  
  
Also Present: Law Department  Ms. Diane Calta  

Engineer Department  Mr. Tom Cappello 
Building Commissioner Mr. John Marrelli 
Secretary   Ms. Deborah Garbo 
 

 
Presentation by Mr. Tom Evans of URS Corp 

Preliminary Plans; 
Mayfield Village Green Corridor Master Plan 

Q & A Session to follow 
 

Welcome & Introductions 
 
Chairman Farmer called the meeting to order. This is one of my favorite types of meetings 
because I’m not going to have to do anything. We’re all here tonight to learn more about the 
Mayfield Village Green Corridor Master Plan. I’ll let Mayor Rinker introduce Tom Evans. 
 
Mayor Bruce Rinker said first, I probably have to introduce myself to the other members of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission that don’t usually see me here. We’re glad to have such a nice 
turn out. Tonight it’s my privilege to introduce people we’ve worked with before; Tom Evans 
& Ivan Valentic from URS. Along with them is Leann Andrews who is assisting them. I’ve had 
a chance to preview what you’re going to see tonight. A lot of us who are here know bits and 
pieces about the trail system that we’ve put in place. Council, I think is familiar as well with the 
strategies we’ve tried to employ over the last 12 – 15 years in how we’ve looked at land 
development. We are in a fortunate position to be really on the verge of stitching everything 
together in the Village. Creating a network of trails that link the community between 
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businesses, residences, our public places and really pay homage to the environment, in many 
respects challenges in a number of the projects we’ve had, i.e. the widening of SOM Center Rd. 
had forced us to deal with the drainage systems that we have crisscrossing Mayfield Village. 
The long story short, I think you’re going to see tonight a good integration. A lot of the things 
we’ve been doing, we’ve tried to be pretty comprehensive. We hope this is a Master Plan 
process that will engage everyone in the Village to take us to the next level of what I think will 
be a long term investment in the Village that will stand the test of time. Without any further 
ado, Tom, I’ll let you tee it up.   
 

Presentation – Phase 1 and 11 
Ivan Valentic, Tom Evans & Leann Andrews – URS Corporation 

 
Tom Evans, URS Corp said thank you Mayor. I’m with URS in Cleveland. We’ve been happy 
to have done a whole number of projects with Mayfield Village over the years. I just want to 
give an introduction to the project. Many of you are familiar with the greenway project over the 
years, probably close to 10 years or more of a vision. What does this mean to everyone here? 
Mayfield Village really is fortunate to have the potentials to have the trail network and a more 
walkable community.  We’re doing these kinds of greenway plans for a number of 
communities who don’t have these opportunities to connect neighborhoods to parks, businesses 
and schools. That’s a rare opportunity. The biggest driver in the State and Planning Industry 
today is walkable communities and how can you make communities more pedestrian friendly 
and/or bike friendly and kids getting to school friendly; For a whole variety of reasons whether 
it’s safety, for health or energy savings, etc there’s a number of reasons. Ivan Valentic will 
walk you through all the details of the plan tonight.  
 
Ivan Valentic, URS Corp said good evening. Thank you for the turn out. “The Mayfield 
Village Green Corridor Masterplan”. Tonight we’re going to talk about the who, what, why and 
where.  

Power Point by Ivan Valentic 
(attached to minutes) 

 
 

Q & A Session 
Q: Mr. Batcheller asked, how long do you foresee this will take?  
 
A: Ivan said we’d go with our planning portion this year. After planning is completed, we  
 would go for funding; using this document & our planning document to obtain funding. 
 The procedure we’re following is called a PDP, centered by ODOT to be eligible for 
 possible future funding to build segments. These segments have to be phased. This 
 could take a few years.     

 
Q: Mr. Batcheller asked, how much is the Village going to fund for this project? 
 
A: Tom Evans said there are a number of grants and a lot of them are recurring annually. If 
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 you miss one one year, you can apply again the next year. A rough formula is 25% 
 local & 75% State. The purpose of this study really is about funding. They plan the  
 project, define it and put a price tag on it; all of which then fulfills the ODOT process  
 and makes one eligible for the ODOT funding. One of the purposes of the  NOACA 
 program is to do a plan and hopefully build community support for it; all which then 
 increases your odds of getting funding. The biggest ticket items here are bridges.  
 
Q: Mrs. Russo said I am very pleased that our community, the Mayor and the Planning & 
 Zoning Commission are taking an active approach on this. I’m curious if your research 
 shows  how many students actually walk to school.  
 
A: Tom Evans said it’s very inconvenient now. The safe crossing school scenario is yet 
 another funding opportunity for ODOT to fund safe crossing. Part of the evaluation that 
 we did, was to ask; are there existing sidewalks and traffic signals? That’s all sort of an 
 ODOT checklist to see if you qualify for funds to help build sidewalks and trails.  
 
Q: Mrs. Russo has concern for wildlife conservation.  
 
A: Tom Evans said we’ve done a number of stream projects in the past which have 
 certainly helped protect and create habitat. This project does not create any new habitat. 
 Along Beechers Brook, there will be some grading and disturbance on the slope. That 
 will probably be the greatest impact of this project.  
 
C: Mayor Rinker said if I can interject along that line. We have looked at plans, but 
 they’ve been parked for about the last 3 years now that Progressive had presented 
 regarding its proposed Campus III which included a lot of these bioinfiltration  
 techniques for a lot of the parking area. If you can envision where the Costanzo barn is,  
 about the first 1/3 of the frontage of that property is about the dividing line what we 
 anticipate would be the split between the land that PRG would have back toward 271 
 and then what would be the Village’s to control in front of that. On either side of the 
 Costanzo property which is property PRG currently owns, the impacts that that whole 
 development will have for Campus III will result in some 15 or so acres of land (this is 
 under the current scenario, not finalized), the plan would be that 15 acres would become 
 dedicated conservation easement area. Our trail is kind of the mason dixon line, the 
 separator between which would be developed as PRG’s property and what the Village 
 then would be able to take advantage of with the trail system. With every project we’ve 
 had construction of this nature that has an adverse impact (disruptive), we’ve generally 
 done a pretty good job of getting back acreage that becomes passive and becomes 
 rejuvenated in a lot of ways. The trail is a neat technique for us to be able to pull those 
 two competing influences together. As Mr. Evans has indicated, that’s why we’ve 
 undertaken this with the help of NOACA to maximize our ability to get future grant 
 monies. As it is, there are probably ½ dozen projects over the last several years, not the 
 least of which involved the widening of SOM Ctr Rd. where monies from other sources, 
 grant monies and our matching dollars have gone toward getting us to where we are 
 today. Again, this will take us to that next level.  
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C: Tom Evans said one way of looking at the offset at the Beechers Brook crossing area 
 north of Fisher’s with the construction of the bridge and grading of the slope, the offset 
 is restoration of the stream erosion.  
 
C: Mayor Rinker said one of the things we did when Judge Krenzler came in for site plan 
 approval and had to deal with our code requirements for storm water management and 
 Tom and Ivan were very much involved with this, came up with this bioinfiltration 
 pocket  right on the southeast corner of their property. Our trail runs between Parkledge 
 and this storm water control device. We took something that functionally had to be done 
 structurally and turned it into an amenity. Again, our goal in all this is to try to kill two 
 birds with one stone. Make something functional and yet also aesthetically pleasing.  
 
Q: Mr. Monaco said you talked about the sidewalks coming down Highland Rd from  
 271 – 91. Who is going to pay for those, are we going to be assessed as Homeowners? 
 
A: Mayor Rinker said no, you would not be assessed as Homeowners. We still don’t have 
 the plan for it. Part of this would be for us to get grant monies in order to do that. 
 Highland Hts on the other hand does have funding, so its sidewalk will end at 271. I 
 think they got $1 million through the Transportation Enhancement Program which is 
 Transportation dollars out of the Federal Government.   
 
Q: Mr. Monaco asked, so it will be a community wide project for everything? 
 
A: Mayor Rinker said yes.  
 
C: Tom Evans said I certainly am not a spokesman for the Sewer District, but the whole 
 thing about stormwater discharge is starting next year. The message is they are facing 
 huge federal mandates to find ways to clean up the discharges to Lake Erie and the 
 Cuyahoga River. It’s a couple billion dollar program. There are ways to offset that. To 
 pay for that, there are no grants for those kinds of programs so that will be in the form 
 of storm water fees that we all will share. Whether you are a village, resident, 
 shopping center; everyone will face those fees. The rain gardens and/or bioinfiltration 
 will be ways to offset that. I don’t want to open up a whole other can of worms about 
 discharge tonight because nobody likes to hear about that.  
 
Q: Mr. Monaco asked, so when it rains in the Metro Parks and that rainwater goes into the 
 river, who pays for that? The Park System? There’s no people living there.  
 
A: Tom Evans said the charge is based on hard surface. There’s very little hard surface in 
 the park. The whole idea is to reduce runoff/water 30/40/50% at the source and not 
 convey it downstream and into the detention pond.  
 
C: Mayor Rinker said probably the gauntlet runs from the north edge of the Center School 
 playground area up to that monofold that’s right near our Service bldg. That whole 
 stretch is very highly developed land and we’ve negotiated easement rights to go 
 through there. That would probably be one of the stretches that would be ideal for the 
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 kind of bioswale like the one option Ivan showed where you put it flanking the path, 
 moving the path over and then take 10 feet of space behind Georgian Center. Those are 
 areas where we probably would find those to work to advantage because they help to 
 provide shelter and screening and still provide that kind of pervious treatment.  
 
Q: Wes Marrotte asked, when you do a plan of this nature, do you consider upkeep and 
 maintenance? Some of these things that you’re proposing, our Service Department will 
 have to start working 24/7. 
 
A: Ivan said yes, we always consider the maintenance. That’s part of the reason of 
 suggesting an asphalt trail vs. the gravel trail. That can be plowed with a small truck.  
 
Q: Wes Marrotte asked, how about your rain gardens and swales? When you start looking 
 at vegetation, somebody has to maintain that. 
 
A: Tom Evans said as far as maintenance, whether you’re building a new building or  
 parking lot, everything is balancing cost and is factored in; path material, plant 
 materials, hearty plants, asphalt; all are factored in. 
 
C: Mayor Rinker said if I can add and I don’t think it’s a stretch to say that it’s been a 
 work in progress for all the improvements that we’ve made. I think it’s fair to say that in 
 our Service Dept, a number of men there are developing an expertise in the sustainable 
 types of plantings; lower maintenance. We’re learning as we go along and coming up 
 with techniques that require less of that kind of upkeep. Part of the beauty of this trail is 
 that we’ve already used a lot of recycled materials from construction work to develop 
 the base.  
 
C: Tom Evans said if there are not any further questions, this tonight was Inventory & 
 Analysis. There will be one more Public Meeting.  
 
Q: Mr. DiFranco asked Mayor Rinker, you mentioned Progressive’s Campus III, do you 
 have any news on Campus III and does this happen without Campus III or must 
 Campus III happen for this to happen? 
 
A: Mayor Rinker said no news. Yes it happens. It doesn’t have to have Campus III. In fact, 
 it’s one of the reasons we moved forward with this. We’ve designed it in a way that 
 anticipates were Campus III be involved. There could be adjustments to overall site 
 plan development in Campus III that could have an impact on this. I think the way it’s 
 built now is pretty flexible. In fact, there were a couple places on the trail as the 
 footprint is today that we would expect could change and may not change depending 
 upon the entry access for the Campus III site. This is very flexible. Because Campus III 
 is still on hold, we wanted to move forward on at least getting this footprint in because 
 we just don’t know how long it will take. From our understanding, Progressive has been 
 pretty much in a holding pattern now for about 2 years. We’ve checked with some of 
 their professionals as far as where they are with environmental approvals and our 
 understanding is they’re all completed with that. In talking with their personnel, last 
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 word we had was about a month ago, they feel that given their current leasing 
 arrangements in a number of  locations, their overall workforce population, if they’re 
 going to make this move, they really have to make a decision and start getting 
 something into the ground in probably the next 12 – 14 months. We expect to hear 
 something this year. Right now it’s still status quo.  
 
Q: Mr. DiFranco said as a follow up to that, some of the properties identified in this 
 Greenway Corridor, what does that mean for property owners? Does that mean there are 
 going to be some restrictions put on their properties to either sell, to develop, or modify 
 their homes in any way, for both commercial & residential? 
 
A: Mayor Rinker said there are no residential properties that are affected by this trail 
 directly. We own the properties that are.  
 
Q: Mr. DiFranco said the segment of property identified in no zones, you’re just talking 
 about the pathways and not anything in between there? 
 
A: Mayor Rinker said correct, just the pathway areas. For example, several years ago we 
 purchased the property where the stream runs just south of Parkledge. We got some 
 grant monies for that through the State of Ohio. That location, we acquired 1) for 
 stormwater control 2) we wanted to offset the impact that could happen with Parkledge 
 3) anticipating where we could make that linkage between the underpass and Center 
 school, run the trail through there. Most of that stretch that runs between Fisher’s and 
 Parkledge is owned by the Village. It jogs over onto the back of the Georgian Center 
 property, back behind ODOT & Panzica’s property. I’m not sure if we have easements 
 with Jefferson Park. Judge Krenzler provided a 10 acre strip when Parkledge went in 
 that’s permanent. We also have easement rights where Mt. Vernon is. Those are really 
 licensing agreements so they don’t encumber those property owners if they need to 
 transfer the property. We’d probably have to renegotiate with new owners. We think 
 they’re pretty much low impact. They’re in set back areas where no real construction 
 can occur, that makes it easier for them to provide those access points.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Chairman Farmer said if people aren’t familiar with these areas, I recommend getting out there 
and walking some of this. A good place to start is to park at Wiley Pk parking lot, go back 
behind the Service Dept. That gravel walk starts right there and you just head north. You’ll get 
to go under Highland Rd. The tunnel is beautiful. It’ll take you all the way to the wetlands area. 
If you haven’t done this area yet, I think you’ll get excited about it.  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
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Deborah Garbo 
Executive Assistant  
Building Department 
 
 
Enclosure: Mayfield Village Green Corridor Masterplan booklet    
 


