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Mayfield Village Parks & Recreation Board Meeting 
Wednesday, January 21, 2009 

7:00 p.m. 
Civic Center  

 
AMENDED MINUTES 

 
Attending: Pat Andrzejczyk, Dave Blood, Stivo DiFranco, Peggy Kerver, Troy Koch, Councilman Tom 
Marrie, Dave Perout, Meg Stifler, Kate Sullivan, Danielle Echt and Bill Thomas. 
 
Introduction: Dave called the meeting to order at approximately 7:05 p.m.  Tom made a motion to accept the 
November 19, 2008 Minutes as written and Dave Blood seconded.  All Recreation Board Members attending 
approved.  Bill announced that there was a slight adjustment of verbiage to the discussion about teen 
programming and the November 19, 2008 Minutes have been amended to read:  Kate said at a 7th – 9th grade 
level, student council involvement and advisors are not at the same level as the 10-12th  grade levels. 
 
Winter/Santa Party Evaluation 

• Dave Perout reported that the Santa Ride went well and the weather was nice.   Peggy asked if they 
missed Metropark Drive because someone called her saying they did.  Dave said that they were there.  
Bill said that it may not have been right at the scheduled time.  Peggy said they were not waiting.  Dave 
Blood said part of Northboro was missed.  Dave Perout agreed.   Laurie Blood called Bill to let them 
know but it was too late and the family was advised to meet Santa at the Civic Center for the party. 

• Danielle reported that the party went well and there was a pretty big crowd.   A lot of the people stayed 
for the entire party instead of leaving right after they visited with Santa.  Danielle said that they were 
running out of cookies and crafts at the very end and adjustments will be made for next year. 

• Tom said that he heard a lot of nice feedback about the gifts.   The committee gave credit to Shelly who 
purchased and organized the gifts. 

 
Youth & Adult Sports Update 

• Bill said that Sean was out of town.  He reported that the MBA is going well.   
• Danielle said that Start Smart Basketball (3-5 yrs.) is full and it is going smoothly. 
• Dave Blood reported that adult basketball is going well.  He said there is competition in both leagues but 
     they are all friendly towards each other and get along. 

 
Teen Activities 

• Bill recapped a brief discussion from the previous meeting when the committee suggested having a 
teen/band event at the gazebo in the summer.  Bill said after the meeting he talked with the Police 
Department and other people and it was decided that the event would not be done.   He said that the 
location, safety, traffic, noise and budget were all issues.  Bill said that it would also be difficult to 
market the event in the summer when the kids were out of school.  Bill said it would be best to wait until 
the amphitheater was built.  He said he would let Traci know.   Bill asked the committee members for 
questions or concerns and there were none. 

• Bill reported that he still plans on offering an event for 6th – 8th graders at Parkview Pool this summer. 
• The 2nd Annual Mixer `n More was scheduled for Friday, January 16 but the schools were closed due to 

severe cold temperatures.  The Recreation Department’s policy is that when Mayfield Schools are 
closed, so are the recreation programs.   Therefore, the event was canceled. 
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Spring/Summer Brochure & Programs 
• The Recreation Department is currently working on the Spring/Summer Brochure. 
• Bill said all camps will be offered again and it will be interesting how the economy affects registration.  

Meg reminded the committee that the Gates Mills Camp is closed this summer so we may get some of 
their campers.  Bill asked Meg if she could get their mailing list and she said she will look into it.   

• Bill said that he hopes all of the softball teams will come back for the adult leagues and that the 
excursions will still go.  Dave Perout said that people may stay closer to home now instead of traveling 
so maybe they will pick up a summer sport like softball. 

• Dave Blood asked if the football camps were ever a problem because they overlap the 14 – 18 boys 
softball league.   Danielle and Bill felt that the schedule could usually be worked around football.   

• Bill said that all departments have been asked to look at their budgets and they are now working with a 
zero budgeting system.   

 
Parkview Pool Season-2009 

• Bill said the fees have been raised, the staff will work on curbing behavior issues, the Willoughby Hills 
camp will not be attending and all Mayfield Village camps will be at Parkview Pool on different days. 

• Bill passed out a memo (attached) outlining a conservative estimate of saving $25,000 if Parkview Pool 
is closed when Mayfield Schools begin rather than staying open until Labor Day.  Bill said that this is a 
creative and easy way to save money.   The pool would close on August 25, 2009. 

• Bill said that the catholic schools are already back in session.  He said that patrons and staff are a big 
issue when the pool stays open after school starts.  

• Bill said that the pool started staying open longer because years ago there was one rainy and cold 
summer.   The schools opened and it was nice out and the lap swimmers and a few people wished the 
pool would have stayed open through Labor Day.  The following year and ever since Parkview Pool has 
remained open until Labor Day.  But this year Labor Day is 6 days later. 

• Bill reported that some area pools are not even opening for the 2009.  A number of communities are 
closing on or before the public schools open. 

• Kate asked if any of the surrounding pools will be open as an alternative for the residents.  Bill said that 
he felt that if Parkview closed, the others would probably close.    

• Dave Blood said a few people will be upset with it but it’s worth it for a $25,000 savings.  Bill said it 
will be at least that much, it may be more.  Dave Blood asked how many families use the pool during 
that time.  Dave Perout said maybe three to seven.   He also said on hot day, it would be about 50 people 
but more on the weekends; he didn’t bring stats with him.  Bill said that even on a 75 – 80 degree day, 
there won’t be tons of people.  It has to be really hot. 

• Kate asked if it would be setting  precedence each year.  Bill said no, it would all depend upon the 
finances.   Kate said she understood but she was looking at it from the resident’s standpoint.   She said 
having an alternative pool to use would help.  Tom said this could occur other years too so it should not 
be specified as one season.   

• Peggy asked about the agreement with other pools when the Sizzler Swim Meet takes place, if the same 
agreement would be honored when Parkview closes.  Bill said that he did not know the status of the 
surrounding communities pool season but he would find out. 

• Kate asked if the lap swimmers would be able to use the high school.  Bill will check with the school on 
their opening date. 

• Tom said that closing the pool earlier than normal is not the end of the world in light of current 
economic conditions.  He said that people are losing their jobs.   He said the best thing to do is listen to 
people who complain and remind them that we are doing this for the overall of the Village and what is 
best for the Village and residents.  Tom said that Progressive revenue has gone through the basement 
and it could get worse.  The third building they were planning isn’t even being discussed anymore.  He 
said it is good that Beta is being pushed so we don’t have to rely on one company.   Tom reiterated that 
every department is looking at their budget.  Bill agreed and said that it all needs to be put in perspective 
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and that closing the pool isn’t hurting anyone.  Tom said that the pool is a budget condition and he’s 
sorry, but it is practical.   

• Stivo asked that when the Finance Director asked departments to cut, didn’t he make a percentage 
recommendation or made specific requests for cuts.  Tom said every department is evaluating their 
budget.  They will turn it into Dave Miller and he will look at it and he may ask them to adjust more.  
Bill said that Sean, Danielle and himself are looking at everything. 

• Kate asked how we are coming up with the numbers.  Bill named a few items like labor, gas, electricity 
and chemicals.  Dave Perout said it is also weather dependent.  He said what Bill has presented is bare 
minimum based upon last year’s invoices.   

• Bill asked everyone for their feedback and the committee agreed that they are okay with the closing of 
Parkview Pool beginning August 26. 

 
Open Discussion 

• Stivo wanted to discuss the 2009 pool rates again.   He felt that he might not have voiced a concern well 
and overall he agrees with the price changes but he has a personal situation that others may relate to.  He 
explained that he and his wife work full time and that their parents often watch his son.  His mother and 
mother-in-law both live out of the district but they take Nico (under 5 years old)  to the pool.   Now they 
will have to pay a higher general admission rate to get into the pool with Nico while he and his wife are 
taxpayers.  Dave Perout said if Nico was old enough to have a pass, then the adult with him would pay 
the adult school district price.  Dave Blood asked if they could be on Stivo’s family pass.  Dave Perout 
said no because there is a strict definition of a family pass.   Dave Perout said that he could work with 
Stivo.  He even suggested purchasing an i.d. for Nico and then he can bring his grandparents in as a 
guest.   Stivo said it sounded like it would work. 

• Dave Perout and Bill had talked prior to the meeting and noticed an oversight on the pass fees for 2009, 
and they did not come across one pass rate until they were working on the brochure.   The price of the 
non school district family pass for students living outside the district but attend a parochial school in the 
school district will be $325.  Dave Perout said the increase is equivalent to the other increases. 

 
The meeting concluded at approximately 8:00 p.m. and the annual Recreation Board picture was taken. 

 
 

Next Meeting:   Wednesday, February 18, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the Civic Center 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Danielle M. Echt, 
Assistant Recreation Director 
 
 
 


