
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE CAUCUS COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday, April 12, 2010 – 3:30 p.m. 

Mayfield Village Civic Hall 
 
 

The Finance Caucus Committee meeting was held on Monday, April 12, 2010 in the Main 
Conference Room at the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Mr. Saponaro called the meeting to 
order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
 
 Present:  Mr. Saponaro and Mrs. Mills  
 
 Also Present:  Mr. Wynne, Chief Dearden, Mr. Metzung 
    Mr. Marrelli, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Esborn, 
    and Mrs. Betsa 
 
 
As a way of housekeeping, Mr. Saponaro stated that if department heads do not have something 
on the agenda, the Committee does not require you to be here.  That was Chief Mohr’s concern 
and he voiced it. That makes sense to Mr. Saponaro.  You do not need another meeting to go to 
unless you have items on here.   
 
 
1. Generator for new police station (Generator Systems - $28,350.00) 
 
Chief Dearden stated that the original contract with Panzica required them to provide an 
emergency generator.  However, we were able to obtain a better generator at a cheaper price 
through State contract.   We have gone ahead and had them back that out of their contract.  We 
will pick it up through the State contract through the vendor who has provided the generator here 
and also is providing a maintenance package for all of the generators.   
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if Panzica is taking the initiative to amend the contract.  Is that something 
that is handled with the law department?  Chief Dearden replied, they backed it out of their 
contract.  It is through a change order. 
 
Mr. Marrelli added, as an incentive for us to buy the same generator we have here and at the fire 
station, they gave us an extra year service contract on all of the generators that they service. 
 
Mr. Saponaro asked what the name of the company is.  Mr. Marrelli replied, Generator Systems.   
 
Mr. Wynne asked how much is being backed out of the $4 million.  Mr. Marrelli replied, 
$28,350.00.  Mr. Wynne asked, the same amount as what we are paying?  Mr. Marrelli replied, 
yes, but we got two years worth of service work now on three of our generators. That is worth 
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about $4,500. That is how they gave us a discount as well. They can’t give you a discount 
because it is on a State pricing, so they threw in an extra year of service to get the contract.   
 
Mr. Marrelli continued, Panzica’s price was for a diesel generator which would have required us 
to get diesel fuel and fill a tank underneath the generator. We told them we did not want that.  
We wanted to go natural gas.  That will be piped direct. We won’t have to be filling tanks or 
anything.  Mrs. Mills stated, that’s much better.  Mr. Marrelli stated, it’s a better deal, it’s an 
extra year’s contract.  It’s the same kind we have been using in the other buildings.  We will 
have uniformity on our service contracts.  It’s also uniform with the other equipment we have. 
 
Mr. Metzung asked Mr. Marrelli if he has a cost to what Panzica’s generator is.  Mr. Marrelli 
replied, it was $1,000 more.  Mr. Saponaro stated, it was more for the unit itself and then it was 
going to be more for maintenance and upkeep and the diesel and everything else, so, it’s all a 
plus.   Mr. Metzung stated, that’s the credit we should get, whatever their cost is.  Mr. Marrelli 
replied, that’s what we got.  Mr. Saponaro stated, $28,350.00 is the purchase price. The change 
order will be higher than that.  We did not get a copy of the change order yet.  Mr. Marrelli 
replied, no.  We did not get a change order yet. They are coordinating the set up on this with 
their electricians.  It will back that right out of their price.  That much money goes back into the 
contingency.  Mr. Saponaro asked, but we will get a change order so Ron can make his 
adjustment?  Mr. Marrelli replied, yes. 
 
Mrs. Mills asked if the gas operator would be cheaper than the diesel.  Mr. Marrelli replied, 
natural gas?  Yes.  Mrs. Mills added, it has to be.  It’s better all the way around. That’s very 
good, John. 

 
 

2. Annual Fiber Ring Maintenance Fee (One Community - $7,000.00) 
 
Mr. Esborn made a few copies of the section of the Fiber Facilities Agreement that we have with 
OneCommunity.  If anyone wants a copy, let him know.  It was part of that late 2008 agreement 
to actually construct the ring.  It calls for us to pay $7,000.00 a year for them to perform routine 
maintenance on the system. Mr. Esborn read the April 5th Caucus Minutes.  It’s a great idea to 
have them account on a regular basis the kind of maintenance they are doing.  In addition to that, 
Mr. Esborn is going to start working on a master spreadsheet for investing in the fiber, showing 
what we have, reimbursement from the County; he just submitted for the second reimbursement.  
The subscribers that have come on and what is coming in is starting to show.  He will start 
working on that.  For the moment, this is something we agreed to in the 2008 agreement.  It’s an 
annual payment that we just got first invoiced for because our, we just made a second and final 
payment.   
 
Mrs. Mills suggested that all Council receive a copy of the section of the Fiber Facilities 
Agreement with OneCommunity for their review prior to considering approving the expenditure. 
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Mr. Wynne asked if we have submitted our request to the County.  Mr. Esborn replied, yes.  He 
has a meeting with the County on Wednesday.  There should be no hold up. 
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if there were any other questions, comments or concerns. There were none. 
 
 
3. TIF extensions: 

- Progressive 
- Governor’s Village 
- Skoda, Minotti 
- OMNI 
- Altercare 

 
Mrs. Mills reported that the Tax Incentive Review Committee acknowledged compliance of the 
TIFs and also recommended the continuance of the TIFs.  What came up was a question and it 
was in our Caucus Minutes, if there is a shortfall, who does the enforcing to collect it?  Mrs. 
Mills mentioned that at the meeting.  Mrs. Mills told Mr. Diemert that Mr. Wynne would be 
talking to him about it when he got back from vacation.  It’s just one of those things we have to 
have an answer to.  It’s nothing we have right now, but we should know. 
 
Mr. Saponaro added, we have to contemplate that and if we do, we know what the course of 
action is that needs to be taken. 
 
Mrs. Mills stated, mainly because of 700 Beta, the hotel.  So far, all of these are in compliance, 
so we are okay. 
 
Mr. Saponaro stated, so you approved continuance and compliance through that Committee?  
Mrs. Mills replied, correct. Mr. Saponaro asked Ron if he needs to add anything to that.  Mr. 
Wynne replied, no.   
 
Mrs. Mills stated Ron did a very good presentation, which is in our packets. Mary Beth did a 
very good job on the Minutes.  We should very well understand it. 
 
 
4. Employee Life Insurance Coverage 
 
Mr. Wynne reported every employee currently has $20,000 of coverage, $10,000 through 
Anthem and $10,000 through Guardian. We can combine with one carrier and save over $1,000 a 
year.  Mr. Wynne would like to move forward and do that. 
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if we are combining with Guardian.  Mr. Wynne replied, yes. Every 
employee will have one $20,000 policy through Guardian. 
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5. Custodial fees for Adult Basketball League at Mayfield High School  

(Mayfield City Schools - $3,534.00) 
 

Mr. Thomas reported this is our annual fee that the school charges for the use of Sunday’s adult 
basketball league.   
 
Mr. Thomas added there are going to be other bills throughout the year.  For example, we will 
get charged $3,000 for Sports ‘N More Camp. Mr. Thomas will bring that in front of the 
Committee.  He thinks that will be it.  Most of the other charges for any classes that we hold will 
be under $2,500.  He won’t be coming in front of this Committee for that, but he wanted to let 
you know that we will be paying the schools for any time we use the buildings.   
 
Mr. Saponaro said, this has changed historically from the past.  Mr. Thomas replied, starting in 
August of this past year.  Mr. Saponaro stated this was discussed on the floor of Caucus.  Mr. 
Thomas replied, that is correct.  Mr. Saponaro stated, even though it does not come before the 
Committee, it’s always good for us to know if there starts to be more charges so that we can 
evaluate that for you and look at that as well.  Mr. Thomas replied we will charge higher fees 
next year if that is the case.  At this point, he does not know.   
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if we are covering our fees the cost of these rentals.  Mr. Thomas replied, 
that is correct.  He charges $20 more for Sports ‘N More Camp. That covers basically the $3,000 
charge.  Mr. Saponaro asked about the basketball league.  Mr. Thomas replied, we increased 
those fees.  We looked at that knowing that that was coming. 

 
   

6.  Bids for sodium hypo chlorite and muriatic acid for Parkview Pool 
 

Mr. Thomas said we bid for this annually. He is very pleased because they added another bidder, 
Sal Chemical. He came in $3,000 less than what the awarded bid was last year.  Last year it was 
$12,000. This year, it came in at $9,000. That was again a result of Sean Ward’s thought that we 
would do a regional bid like we do for salt and other things. We are going to look into that for a 
lot of things.   
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if we have already selected this company.  Mr. Thomas stated Council has 
to approve it.  Mr. Saponaro asked if Mr. Thomas recommends Sal Chemical.  Mr. Thomas 
stated, yes. 
 
ANY OTHER MATTERS 
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if there were any other matters. 
 
Reporting on the status of the fiber connection to the police department, Chief Dearden stated 
they are working with OneCommunity, discussing the options we have on how to tie in the fiber 
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connection from the fire station to the new police facility.  We chose one option, which is also 
the least expensive option.  That will bring the fiber down SOM underneath SOM across from 
Whitehaven through a conduit that already exists and then in to the new police station.  That 
work will be done by OneCommunity.  They have been asked to provide a firm bid quote on it, 
which Chief Dearden thinks is $15,723.00.  Mr. Metzung referred to the e-mail forwarded to 
Council last week.  
 
Chief Dearden reported that next month they will have a number of other contracts and purchase 
orders that will have to be processed that pertains to different pieces of equipment for the new 
facility and connectivity which is not part of Panzica’s contract. We are utilizing money out of 
the FFE budget. 
 
Mr. Saponaro asked if there was anything else.    
 
Mr. Thomas stated he does not want to beat a dead horse, but why couldn’t we have this meeting 
with Safety and Service on Monday?  Mr. Saponaro explained that the Committee talked to all of 
the department heads and everyone had different viewpoints, but the consensus seemed to be and 
it was at that meeting as well when this was first brought up, to have Finance Caucus before 
Council Caucus kind of defeats the purpose of Council Caucus.  At Council Caucus, items come 
before Council that have to then go from there to Committee.  As quickly or as slowly as we 
want to work it is how we go through the process. To have it in between allows anything that 
comes on the floor of Council Caucus to be then sent to Committee which is the proper way of 
doing it from the Council President then it goes to Finance.  Then instead of having to wait until 
the night of the Council meeting and someone is asking the question, why didn’t we get this or I 
don’t have that information, now you are going to go vote on it, people were concerned that the 
votes were getting pushed through without all of the information.   
 
So, to have the meeting in between allows the time for it go from Council Caucus, get the 
information together, come to this meeting and  if anything else has transpired from that Caucus 
to now, we have the meeting here. Then everything on here is going to move to Finance 
Committee agenda for us to vote on and approve.  Then, it goes to the floor.  We will go from 
approval from the Committee. The Committee will then say we have 10 items that we have 
discussed and approved at Finance Caucus and Committee and we want these approved this 
evening.  People then feel like there has been time to discuss and discern and make sure that we 
are making informed decisions here.  That was the reasoning behind it.   
 
The other thing agreed to by the Committee was to have another night meeting is not fair for all 
of you. We wanted to have a meeting during the day.  Monday’s are great for Mr. Saponaro.  He 
can adjust his schedule.  It made sense to have it at 3:30 versus 7:00. That doesn’t make any 
sense at all. That’s why he said at the beginning of the meeting, Bill, if you don’t have anything 
on the agenda, you don’t need to be here. This is not about bodies showing up and occupying 
space. This is about getting work done, getting it done quickly and getting out of here. 
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Mr. Saponaro asked if there was anything else that needs to be discussed. There were no further 
items. 
 
Mr. Saponaro stated that these agenda items will be moved to the Finance Committee meeting 
for approval. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  The next Finance 
Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 19, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. in the Main 
Conference Room. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary E. Betsa, Clerk of Council 


