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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
September 26, 2011 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Monday, September 26, 2011 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman Jim Mason presided. 

Present:  
James Mason Chairman  
Tom Marrie   Council Representative  
Merv Singer 
Brenda Bodnar 
Sandy Batcheller 
Shirley Jay 
Joan Catalano 
Lorry Nadeau 
Jeff Schiemann  
Carole Marrie 
 Kay Phillips 
 

Absent: Tom Piteo 
Mary Singer 
Bob Haycox 

Also Present: Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration/Committee Secy. 
 Ted Esborn, Economic Development Director 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Mason opened the meeting and asked if everyone had reviewed the Minutes of 
the June 22, 2011 meeting and if there were any comments or changes.  There were no 
changes and the minutes were approved as written. 

Election of Chair 

 Mr. Mason stated that, as everyone is probably aware, he has moved from the 
Village and can no longer be a member or serve as the Chairman of the Committee.  He 
asked for nominations for a new Chair.  Kay Philips nominated Brenda Bodnar and her 
nomination was seconded by Joan Catalano.  Ms. Bodnar accepted the nomination and Mr. 
Singer noted that he thought Ms. Bodnar would make a good leader.  The Committee 
voted unanimously in favor of Ms. Bodnar replacing Mr. Mason as Chair for the remainder 
of 2011. 
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Council Update 

 Mr. Marrie reported on the following items being addressed by Council: 

• The Aintree Park road project is underway and is expected to be completed in 60 
days.  There may be delays caused by all the rain. 

• The Wiley Park driveway project has also begun.  The bulk of the funding for this 
project was received through grants. 

• The Photoelectric Smoke Alarm program was a great success.  634 alarms were 
sold to 167 homes.  Mr. Marrie commented that he was particularly impressed with 
the wireless interconnectivity of the alarms being offered. 

• A new air lift rescue bag was recently purchased to use in emergencies.  This air 
bag is used to lift cars if someone is trapped beneath. 

 Ms. Nadeau asked when the intersection at SOM and Wilson Mills had been 
repaved.  Mr. Marrie advised that the work was done at night. 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the Ordinance Review Committee continues to review 
the issue of temporary advertising signs and that the comments and suggestions made by 
this Committee have been mentioned several times during their meetings.   

 Ms. Wolgamuth also advised that for those who have not yet seen it, the Library’s 
preliminary presentation and renderings of the new building are on the Village website at 
www.mayfieldvillage.com. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised that there is a Rain Barrel Workshop scheduled for October 
11 at the Community Room (this workshop has since been cancelled) and Shred Day is 
scheduled for October 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Civic Center.  Residents 
are welcome to bring up to five boxes of paper for shredding.    

 The Recreation Department’s Halloween Party is scheduled for October 22 from 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. and trick-or-treating will be held in the Village on Monday, October 31st 
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.   

 Fairmount is presenting a production called “A Little Night Music” from October 27 
to November 13.  Shows are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays 
at 2:00 p.m. 
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Economic Development Updates 

 Mr. Esborn introduced himself as the Economic Development Director in the 
Mayfield Village Planning Development Department.  He described that he works closely 
with Village Planner David Hartt who provides services for the Village on a part-time basis. 

 Mr. Esborn described the planning that is underway for the Village’s Town Center.  
Building Commissioner John Marrelli has assessed the condition of the old Village Hall and 
has recommended that it be taken down.  Most structures in the northwest quadrant will 
be removed, except for the Community Room, and plans are underway to expand the 
green space near the gazebo and consolidate parking with Center School.  There is also 
likely to be a trailhead in the general area. 

 Ms. Jay asked if the trailer was still going to be moved to the soccer fields.  Mr. 
Marrie advised that the project is on hold due to the cost of running the utilities.   He 
believes there is a definite need for restrooms at the fields and costs will continue to be 
explored. 

 Mr. Esborn discussed zoning changes being proposed for Beta Drive, particularly 
allowing medical office uses rather than making medical office use subject to a conditional 
use permit.  Mr. Esborn stated that there is also talk about additional retail and 
restaurants in the area and employers and employees on Beta Drive would like to see 
these uses.   

 Mr. Esborn talked about areas in Mayfield Village that are zoned residential.  He 
explained that the Village has referendum zoning so any zoning change must go to a vote 
of the residents.  For instance, the owners of Mr. Vernon would consider putting a coffee 
shop on the corner of Beta Drive and SOM, but it is zoned residential.  Similarly, there are 
property owners on Beta Drive who have purchased property on Highland with the hope of 
cutting a road through to Highland.  Because the north side of Highland is completely 
residential, as is some of the south side, this becomes more difficult to do. 

 Mr. Esborn described a proposed development on the old Midvale property at the 
corner of White Road and SOM.  The developer is proposing five one or two-story office 
buildings on four acres and will be taking plans to the Planning & Zoning Commission in 
October.  Ms. Jay asked how the development would be accessed and Mr. Esborn advised 
that entry would be off of North Commons.  Ms. Batcheller asked how this development 
would affect medical uses on Beta Drive.  Mr. Esborn responded that he believed the 
owner would say that there are two distinct markets.  This development is intended to 
draw more professionals. 

 Mr. Esborn described the planned Deacon’s expansion and advised that the plans 
for the showroom and the site are available on the Village website.  The expansion 
requires that two properties on Wilson Mills, owned by the Deacons, be rezoned from 
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residential to local business.  This issue is on the November ballot for residents to vote 
upon.  Mr. Schiemann stated that he spoke with Jim Deacon and advised him that he 
should change the look of the building so that it had more of a Western Reserve style.  
Mr. Schiemann suggested that the arch for the new dealership mimic the arch of the 
windows of the old church that is now the Civic Center.   

 Mr. Marrie responded that Chrysler wants all of its dealerships to have the same 
buildings.  Mr. Esborn added that all plans have to go through the typical Village approval 
process including the Architectural Review Board and Planning & Zoning.  In addition, if 
the property ceases to be a car dealership, the properties will revert back to residential 
zoning. 

 Mr. Esborn described the current anti-poaching agreement that County Executive 
Ed Fitzgerald seeks to have signed by all Cuyahoga County municipalities.  He explained 
that the agreement does not include any form of revenue sharing and that it provides that 
municipalities will not solicit companies to lure them to move.  It also provides a 
notification protocol.  The County is creating a $100 million economic development fund 
and municipalities who sign the agreement will receive priority.  

Comments by Committee Members 

 Mrs. Philips commented that she thought the Village looked great this summer and 
that the hanging baskets were beautiful. 

 Mr. Schiemann asked if this group should be more involved in the Deacon’s ballot 
issue.  Ms. Bodnar responded that she expected that the Deacons would educate and 
inform the residents.  The Committee discussed whether a Town Hall meeting might be 
helpful and agreed that it was up to the Deacons to take the first step in this regard.   

 Mrs. Marrie reported that the Garden Club planted 600 bulbs around the new Police 
Station. 

 On behalf of the Village and the Committee, Mr. Marrie thanked Jim Mason for all 
the hard work he has done over the years. 

 Mr. Singer stated that the residents on the north side of Highland Road are upset 
about not having a sidewalk that runs from I-271 to SOM Center Road.  Mr. Singer also 
stated that the hazardous household collections at the Service Department should be 
expanded so that residents can drop off old paint, etc. more often during the year. 

 Mrs. Catalano stated that she has had water in her basement every time it rains.  
Her husband is dealing with the Service Department. 
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 Mrs. Jay stated she has had over a foot of water in her basement on two occasions 
this summer.  Her sump pump is unable to keep up with the flow.  She is waiting to hear 
from the Service Department about what might be done. 

 Ms. Bodnar also thanked Mr. Mason for his service and said that he has the respect 
and admiration of everyone in the Village. 

 Ms. Jay asked if anyone knew about the Wildcat Project and questioned who was 
raising money and how did they think they were going to raise $3 million for a sports 
complex?  Mrs. Batcheller responded that it was being done in partnership with the School 
District and the public. 

 The next two meetings of the Citizens Advisory Committee were scheduled for 
Monday, October 24 and Monday, November 28, both at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Diane Wolgamuth. 
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