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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
May 11, 2010 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie  Council Representative  
Bob Haycox 
Carole Marrie   

Kay Phillips 

Laurie Nadeau  
Joan Catalano 
Sandy Batcheller  
Art Goldstein 
 

Absent: Mary Singer 
Merv Singer 
Shirley Jay 
Jeffrey Schiemann    
Jeff DeMuth 

Also Present: Doug Metzung Service Director 
Patrick Dearden  Police Chief 
Diane Wolgamuth Administrator/Committee Secy. 

 

Mr. Mason opened the meeting and advised the members that Merv Singer is 
currently in the hospital so neither he nor Mary Singer will be at the meeting.  Mr. Mason 
was told by Mary Singer that she has a group of people who have volunteered to place 
flags on graves for the Memorial Day ceremony, but any additional volunteers would be 
appreciated.  The ceremony is at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 30th.   

Neighborhood Watches 

 Mr. Marrie reminded the Committee that at the last meeting, after discussing recent 
break-ins at CVS and Exceleration, the Committee expressed interest in neighborhood 
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watches.  He asked Chief Dearden to come tonight to speak about how they are 
organized.  “It is more detailed than one might think.” 

 Chief Dearden stated that the goal of a neighborhood watch is to educate residents 
about what kinds of activity to watch for.  He stated that Village residents are not shy and 
the Police Dept. receives many calls to check out anything that is out of the ordinary.  He 
asked the Committee for their views on why a neighborhood watch would be helpful.  
Chief Dearden indicated that he can assign officers, but the success of the program 
depends on how much time residents want to put into it.  He stated that everyone should 
feel comfortable calling the Police Dept. if things are out of the ordinary.  He is planning to 
put information in the next Voice of the Village regarding criminal activity.  The Police 
Dept. also has a crime bulletin program.  If they see a pattern of criminal activity in a 
neighborhood, they will put information in newspaper boxes.  Chief Dearden advised that 
if residents want to know what’s happening in the Village, they should read the Sun 
Messenger police blotter.  “If things are happening in Highland Hts. or Mayfield Hts., they 
are likely to happen here too.” 

 Mr. Mason asked the Chief if he has seen an increase in crime over the last several 
years.  Chief Dearden responded that the demand for services has gone up and the Dept. 
tries to help out as much as possible. 

 Mrs. Nadeau stated that she had brought up the neighborhood watch at the last 
meeting because she heard that Mayfield Hts. had started one.  If they felt the need, she 
thought we might too. 

 Mr. Mason stated that his daughter lives in University Hts.  They have a 
neighborhood watch and she has a sign in her window.  He asked if this was a Hillcrest 
area program.  Chief Dearden replied that he does not see that the Hillcrest area has a 
vibrant neighborhood watch program.  

 Mr. Marrie stated that he looks at the police report each month and believes the 
number of suspicious vehicles, etc. has not climbed much, but that may be because 
people call in.  Mr. Marrie has called to report suspicious activity. 

 Chief Dearden stated that he would much rather respond to those types of calls 
than to a burglary.  The underlying principle is to use common sense. 

 Mr. Mason suggested that we get comments from the neighborhoods and proceed 
accordingly.  He asked the Chief if people call in when they are away from home.  Chief 
Dearden advised that the Dept. maintains a database and said that they also track 
weddings and funerals as that can be a trigger for criminal activity.   

 Mr. Mason mentioned that in Aintree North, he has seen more police vehicles in the 
neighborhood the past few years.  Chief Dearden agreed that he has tried to increase 
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patrol staffing.  He believes it is the best crime-fighting tool as it makes officers better 
versed with neighborhoods.  With the passage of the tax levy, he hopes to get back to full 
staffing. 

Income Tax Increase 

 Mr. Mason stated that he was delighted with the vote being 65% in favor of the 
income tax increase.  He believes the vote went against the norm.  He stated that the 
Mayor, Ron Wynne and Diane Wolgamuth set up four meetings; he attended three and 
thought they got better each time.  They stressed safety, service and quality of life. 

 Mr. Marrie thanked everyone who voted and thanked the Police, Fire and Service 
Depts. for helping out.  He advised that they passed out literature at the polls and took 
cuts and salary freezes.  “We have a unique place with great services and it would be a 
shame to lose it.” 

 Mrs. Philips stated that she particularly liked the signs that were placed around the 
Village.  Mr. Mason commented that the “thank you” banners placed on top of the signs 
after the vote were “very classy”. 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Mason asked the Committee if they had reviewed the Minutes from April 6, 
2010 and if there were any comments or changes.  There were none and the Minutes 
were approved as written. 

 Council Report  

 Mr. Marrie reported the tax increase had been the big thing on Council’s agenda.  
Now they need to discuss how best to allocate the revenue.  He suggested that the drop 
in revenue may have been a blessing in disguise as it caused everyone to pay more 
attention to finances.   Mr. Marrie stated that he would like to “tip his hat” to Ron Wynne 
and the Mayor.  “Ron really explained the situation well and attended many meetings over 
a long period of time.”   

Mr. Marrie reported that the School Board has decided not to drill on school 
property.   

Malachi House & Veteran’s Hospital Collection 

Mr. Marrie thanked everyone who made a donation.  The collection started out 
slow, but got better toward the end.  Some items were even received today.  The 
newspaper coverage helped a lot as did the donation from the Hilton Garden.  Mr. Marrie 
stated that he now needs to start sorting through the donations. Mr. Mason asked if he 
needed help with sorting.  Mr. Marrie said he will take a look at it first and “yell” if help 
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was needed.  He commented that he received many compliments about a Citizens 
Advisory group doing something like this. 

Memorial Day Ceremony at Whitehaven Cemetery 

 Mr. Marrie stated that Mary Singer has lined up the Boy Scouts and the Young 
Marines for the event.  Jim Mason will be the MC again since he did such a great job last 
year.  The ceremony is at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 30th and usually lasts about an 
hour. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Mr. Mason reviewed the list of upcoming Village events, including Shred Day, Cruise 
Night, July 4th and the Music on the Green concerts.  A list of theatre productions in 
Reserve Hall was also provided.  Mrs. Batcheller asked if the Village receives any income 
from the theatre productions put on by Fairmount.   

Ms. Wolgamuth responded that the current arrangement with Fairmount is that 
they pay all production costs and keep the proceeds from their ticket sales.  Early on, 
when the sanctuary was first renovated, Ms. Wolgamuth was involved in helping to 
develop programming.  She stated that the Village realized very quickly that the cost to 
book entertainment, promote a show, print and sell tickets, etc. was substantially more 
than it was realizing in ticket sales.  Fairmount would like the Village to share in the cost 
of production and share the proceeds from ticket sales, but the Village has been reluctant 
to take the risk.  Ms. Wolgamuth explained that some shows do well and others do not.  
As things stand now, the Village does not make any money, but it also does not expend 
any money.  At the same time, we are able to offer quality productions which are 
comparable to those offered at downtown theatres.   

 Mr. Mason asked what the show “Eat” was about.  Ms. Wolgamuth advised that it 
was a play regarding eating disorders.  After each performance, a discussion led by the 
Cleveland Center for Eating Disorders was held and the show is scheduled to be 
performed at various school districts.  Ms. Wolgamuth added that Fairmount received 
corporate sponsorships to help fund this project. 

Miscellaneous Items. 

 Mrs. Philips complimented Mr. Mason on his letter to the editor regarding the tax 
increase that appeared in the News Herald.  She thought it was very well done. 

 Mrs.  Nadeau thanked the Chief for coming to the meeting. 

 Mr. Goldstein asked Mr. Metzung about upcoming sidewalk repair.  Mr. Metzung 
responded that he has asked for funding to assist with repairs. 
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 Mr. Haycox asked about having a traffic study done on 91 South at Wilson Mills.  He 
stated that there is a line of traffic waiting to turn right, particularly during rush hour, and 
the front car is typically going straight, stopping everyone.  He asked if a sign could be 
posted to help the situation.  Chief Dearden responded that there was probably a study 
done when SOM Center was widened.  He suggested that limiting the right lane to “turn 
only” traffic will impact traffic in the center lane; efficiency will not be gained, just 
transferred.  He said that this is the first complaint he had heard in years regarding this 
intersection.   

 Mr. Haycox also commented that he has seen a bike chained to a traffic sign near 
Aladdin’s.  Mr. Metzung stated that he also saw a bike chained to a tree in that area.  Mr. 
Metzung stated that if it continues, he may look into installing a bike rack. 

 Mr. Haycox asked the Chief if many seniors have been the target of scams.  Chief 
Dearden advised that he will address phone and mail scams in the next issue of the VOV. 

 Mr. Mason asked what the big mound of dirt is near the pool.  Mr. Metzung advised 
that it is the amphitheatre site.  Excess dirt from projects is being placed there and it is 
being shaped into a natural amphitheatre. 

 Mr. Marrie reported that the fiber on Beta Drive is starting to catch on.  Both QED 
and Mayfran have tied into it. 

 Mr. Mason advised that typically this Committee recesses for July and August.  The 
Committee agreed to continue the tradition. 

 The next meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee was scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 

 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secy.   


