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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 
May 14, 2009 

 
The Architectural Review Board met in regular session on Thursday, May 14, 2009 at 

7:30 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Civic Hall. Chairman Ron Dinardo presided. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Mr. Ron Dinardo 

Mr. Joshua Klein 
Mr. Ivo Tombazzi 
Mrs. Mary Ann Wervey 
Mr. Carmen Miozzi  

 
Also Present: Building Commissioner: Mr. John Marrelli 

Secretary:   Ms. Deborah Garbo 
 

 
PROPOSALS 
 
1. Solar Panels   Richard DePaul 
 (Solar Pool Heating)  479 Hickory Hill Rd.   
       
2. Pool Cabana    Fiore Bucci  
     6781 Meadowood Dr.    
   
Solar Panels – Pool Heating    Richard DePaul – 479 Hickory Hill Rd.  
The Board approved the solar panel drawings for Richard DePaul at 479 Hickory Hill 
Rd. submitted by Solar Cents as noted: 
 
Chairman Dinardo called the meeting to order. Please state your name and explain your 
proposal. 
 
Mark Farson from Solar Cents said I proposed two ways of doing this job. Since then, I think 
the most efficient and aesthetic is the double panel array. That way I’m only on 3 sections, one 
in the back, the other section is on the south side. The only one facing the street is the 
southwest one which is in the corner of the house and there’s also a tree there. We’re heating a 
35,000 gallon swimming pool in the summer. It’s a polyglycol, for all practical purposes, 
antifreeze. This is a closed loop system. It will constantly move. It also will give me hot water. 
Once the water gets heat, I take a loop over to the heater of the pool. We put a heat exchanger 
in there and that water is anywhere from 160 – 180 degrees. I can pick that pool temperature up 
30 degrees. I’m trying to convince Mr. DePaul that in the winter time, rather than shut this 
down, he can run another type of heat exchanger into his furnace and use the same array of 
panels to assist that gas furnace. It’ll save him probably 40% on gas. Back to what we’re doing 
here, we’re doing a straight pool job.  
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Chairman Dinardo refers to the aerial photos, questioning the number of panels.  
 
Mark Farson said there are 3 sets of 2 panels. I’ll be mounting them on due south and the only 
one that’s visible from the street is that front panel on the southwest. The view will be blocked 
by the tree there. It’s the best way to do this job because I have to have southern exposure.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, what about taking one of the panels off the rotunda, and going onto the 
main house roof and tilting it? 
 
Mark Farson said I can’t. I have to keep my array the same. It’s a balanced system. It has to 
flow the same. Also, he doesn’t want panels across the top of his house. I wouldn’t do this 
project if it’s not going to work.  
 
Chairman asked what angle it’s being set at on roof. 
 
Mark Farson said you need latitude + 10 degrees in this area. Our latitude everyone knows is 
41.5. His roof is between a 5/12 & 6/12. We’re going between 23 & 27 degrees. We’re taking a 
25 degree angle. His roof is 25 degrees. From 25 degrees, I’m coming up to my latitude + 10. 
My panels will be at 51 degrees. In other words, I’m coming up 26 degrees from his roof.  
 
Chairman asked, what happens when snow builds up behind these? 
 
Mark Farson said the panels aren’t flush, they’re up. You’ll have 1” off the roof that water can 
slide. You have to understand, a bi-product of this is heat. When the fluid goes through those 
panels, it’s coming from his hot water heater, that fluid’s already at 120 plus degrees. When it 
goes through, my censors turn the system on, and it goes through the panels to start circulating, 
you’ve got 120 degree fluid going through there. One or two trips, it’s now 150 degrees. 
Bottom line, it takes about 2 hours to get the snow off a panel. The biggest complaint we get is 
leaves. It’s like a gutter, it’s a maintenance thing, you have to go up and clean them once a 
year.  
 
Mark said a normal solar system works on a sensor. This is a pressurized system because of the 
way it’s set up, because of the array of the panels. Most solar systems work on gravity. Mark 
explains the process of this closed loop system. It’s a simple thing. There’s only one moving 
part, the pump which is in the basement.     
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, how high off the roof are these things? 
 
Mark Farson said from the roof’s edge, 36 inches.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said let’s talk about the top of the panels above the shingles.  
 
Mark Farson said about 3 feet.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, what’s holding these up in the air? 



ARB mtg minutes 
May 14, 2009 
pg #3 
 
Mark Farson said a mounting system with tubular aluminum steel that comes down into 
mounting brackets.  
 
Chairman asked Mark how he fastens them into the existing roof.  
 
Mark Farson said we’re spanning the octagon with tubular steel. It’s a bracket and the steel 
goes on top of the bracket. We’re going across the span. Because his house was hand framed, 
it’s not precise, so my mounts have to be something that can slide while I’m doing the installs. 
The panels will be anchored onto the steel.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said I’m looking at your Engineer’s rendition of how the 2” square tubes are 
working off the backs. I see some kind of conduit strap or something, what do you anchor those 
down with? 
 
Mark Farson said lag bolts right into the joists.  
 
Chairman asked how old the roof is. 
 
Mark Farson said brand new, one week old. The roof is tongue & groove ¾”, a foam on top of 
it and then conduit for the lights that go around the inside. It’s a cathedral ceiling, that’s why 
the steel is so important, that keeps us off that roof, keeps us off that conduit.   
 
Mr. Marrelli asked about wind uplift on the panels.  
 
Mark Farson said these panels are hurricane rated. Everything here is Dade County rated. 
John asked, what does that mean to me? Mark said we had hurricane William, Katrina & Rita 
in ’95 and we didn’t lose one panel. Dade County Standards is the National Building Standard; 
not to exceed 160 miles / hr.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, are you counting on this one evergreen tree to block the view from the 
street? 
 
Mark Farson said it won’t block it entirely, but will certainly obscure it. I put a shadow (looks 
like a bubble), it gets you the level on the roof pitch. You can see anything that’s going to be in 
your array. Some places you just can’t use it and you have to walk away. In this particular case, 
we’ve got clean sun on 2 sides and almost clean sun in the front. Ron asked what the device is 
called. Mark said it’s called a ‘sun finder’. Ron said it’s a neat tool. Mark added, a neat little 
expensive tool. Now they have computer software with that tool. If you’re on the roof, you can 
take a digital picture of that, download that to your computer, plug in their software and it’ll 
figure the BTU’s.  
 
Mark said we also do photovoltaic. Here in the state of Ohio, you’ve got grant money but you 
have to get at least 2.6 KW. The more KW’s you get, the more grant money you get. I’m doing 
a job now where she’s getting 3.2 KW and she’s getting about $11,000 on a $40,000 job. She’s 
eligible as he’s eligible for a 30% tax credit. Ron asked about the rate of return. Mark said 
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about 7 years. That’s based on the cost of fuel today. This gentleman tells me he’s paying 
$7,000 - $8,000 / year in gas. He has grandkids that swim in his pool all the time. The pool is 
35,000 gallons, a big pool. Ron asked what this will cost DePaul’s. Mark said before tax 
credits, around $28,000. It’s free energy but the product is very expensive. I’m not making a 
fortune. We get a fair mark up. None of us can work for free. That sounds like a lot of money 
but it’s really not. Almost 70% of that is on the roof. It’s in, it’s there. I don’t have to tell you 
guys, you know the price of copper. There was a time we couldn’t even price a job until we 
looked at the price of copper that day.  
 
Mr. Klein asked, if you put a similar system in like this to pull KW’s, what kind of KW’s 
would this pull in an average? 
 
Mark Farson said anywhere from 2.6 – 3. I wouldn’t even do it here to be honest with you 
because he doesn’t have a clear southern exposure. It won’t be valuable for him. It’ll never pay 
itself off. Realtors are contacting us, i.e. Howard Hanna. It started in Florida and they’re 
contacting me from Pennsylvania now. We put in one small 32 sq. ft panel on a small 80 gallon 
tank, one pump of solar hot water. They’re putting it in houses they can’t sell, and they’re 
selling. People can’t sell their houses and drop down a lot of money. They tell them “It’s going 
to cost you $6,200, you’re going to get 30% tax credit and we’re going to raise your house back 
up to the selling price”. Solar’s been around for a long time. I’ve been doing this for years, 
starting out on boats. What makes solar work now is the technology. Germany, who is the #1 
solar producing Nation in the world, came out with a seamless welding machine so now we can 
transfer heat all the way along those tubes. What used to take us 10 panels now takes us 2.  
 
Chairman Dinardo asked, where’s your company based out of? 
 
Mark Farson said South Carolina and we just started in Cuyahoga Falls. Everything we use on 
this job is made in the U.S.A. Everybody thinks you need sun, yes you do, but it works on 
radiation. You need 2.5 kilorads per day. Germany gets 3 kilorads. We’re lucky, we get 
between 4 & 5 kilorads per day in Ohio. Texas on the coastline, they get the same amount as 
we do. Is it going to work everyday? No way, but it’ll work 70% of the time. That’s why I 
desperately want Mr. DePaul to go with the heating system. He’s already got all the big 
expense. For the heating system I’d just run two pieces of copper over, throwing a $1,000 heat 
exchanger in there and he’s got heat in the winter. He really maximizes his investment.  
 
Chairman said we have a company in the Village called Preformed Line Products. Do you do 
business with them? 
 
Mark Farson said I met with them. I was going to see them for the mounts, they make the 
hardware. They do more photovoltaic. I may use them on other stuff. That’s a good company.  
 
John Marrelli asked about panel colors.   
 
Mark Farson said dark brown. I can bring you a sample color.  
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Mr. Marrelli makes comment on what neighbors may say when panels start going up. 
Discussion ensued on need for regulations for future solar panel proposals.  
 
Mark Farson said I’ve already received 5 calls from people seeing my truck. Mark displays 
sample of nickel plated copper solar fins, explaining the technology.  
 
Chairman asked for color of the shingles just installed. Mark said brown earth tone.  
 
Mr. Marrelli requested a photo of completed installation to see what brackets look like. Mark 
said you’re not going to see the brackets. John said that’s a good thing.  
 
Mr. Miozzi asked, is that aluminum going to be painted tan? 
 
Mark Farson said yes, anything outside and exposed. All my copper is wrapped in insulation. 
I’ll run brown or gray PVC behind, you’ll see a little bit of PVC running, but won’t be that 
noticeable. You’d have to look for it to find it.   
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, do you have any installs here in Ohio? 
 
Mark Farson said not yet. This is the first up here. That’s why it’s so critical.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked when the panels are up on their angle, are they going to be above the ridge 
of that room?  
 
Mark Farson said no. The picture is exaggerated. Between the back of my panel and the top of 
that roof, there’s probably 6 or 8 feet. John said so from the highest point of the panel to the 
peak of the roof is 6 – 8 feet? Mark said no. Josh intercedes, what’s going to be higher, the 
peak of the house or the panel? Mark said the peak of the house. There are 2 chimneys here. He 
doesn’t want us taking anything away from his brickwork.  
 
Chairman asked for clarification on panel size. These are 4’ wide, so this would be an 8’ wide 
panel, 10’ high, and you’ll come 2 – 3 foot off the eve at an angle. Mark said correct. I’m 
between a 5 / 12 & 6 / 12.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, can you cheat these things down towards the gutter line more? 
 
Mark Farson said no, I need to capture the sun. Besides the first foot of his house is overhang, 
it’s not going to support anything. The way I have it laid out will work.  
 
Mark Farson said what we’re going to do at this residence is a photo shoot as we go along. 
I’ve had video production people who wanted to film it but I don’t want to do that. Our issue is 
safety. We’ll attempt to document it. I’m putting a brochure together featuring his house in 
“Northeast Ohio”. It’ll look very nice.  
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Mr. Tombazzi asked about the support of that roof on the sides of the beams. Mark said 
they’re 4 x 12’s. I’ll put a patch of ice guard down first, then a rubber seam, bolt a plate to that 
and the steel will go across that whole span.  
 
Chairman asked how long the product lasts. 
 
Mark Farson said well’s guaranteed for 30 years, panels warranty for 20 years, solar 
equipment i.e. tanks for 5 years.  
 
Chairman asked what happens when you go to replace this roof in 25 years. 
 
Mark Farson said that’s the beauty of the steel. You can take a pad off on the back, roof like 
that, put that pad back down, and do that all the way through. The only place you can’t do it is 
around an exact bracket that’s down into the roof. Then it just becomes a sealing/caulking 
problem. You don’t have to pull that thing off at all.  
 
DECISION 
 
Mr. Klein, seconded by Mr. Tombazzi made a motion to approve the solar panel drawings for 
Mr. DePaul at 479 Hickory Hill Rd.    
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: Mr. Dinardo, Mr. Klein, Mr. Tombazzi, Mrs. Wervey, Mr. Miozzi  
Nays: None 
 
Motion Carried.  
Drawings Approved & Signed.   
 
Mr. Marrelli said I need details, specifications, panel sheets and NSA listings from you before I 
issue your permit. Mark stated he supplied Walter Balester (Bldg Inspector) with those.  
 
 
 
Pool Cabana        Fiore Bucci – 6781 Meadowood Dr.   
The Board approved the cabana drawings for Fiore Bucci at 6781 Meadowood Dr. 
submitted by Applicant as noted: 
 
Chairman Dinardo asked Mr. Bucci to explain his proposal.  
 
Fiore Bucci said we have previously been to this Board twice, once for the addition shown on 
the north side of the property and also the pool, concrete patio & fence. I talked to John during 
the winter about putting a shed and something for the pool on the property. John told me I’m 
only allowed one building. We discussed the size and he felt this would be doable. You have 
the drawings in front of you. There’s one correction on the site plan, it shows 300 plus feet 
going back. The property actually goes back 495 feet, there’s a drop.   
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Chairman asked if there were any setback issues. 
 
Mr. Marrelli said no problem with setbacks. This isn’t anywhere near anybody’s house in the 
back.  
 
Fiore Bucci said I guesstimate we’re close to 100’ from the neighbor’s house. We’re not taking 
down any trees there. We’re matching the siding & the roof on the existing house.  
 
Frank Daddario, F & D Home Improvement said it’s a 16 x 24 building, 2 x 4 walls, 4 / 12 
pitch and we’re matching existing gable in the back. We won’t hit the 15’ height for maximum 
zoning requirement. You won’t see the building at all from the street. It’s surrounded by 
woods. We’re putting fence all the way around the pool, all the way around the perimeter. 
We’re putting trees and bushes around the one side. It’s a standard garage, 2 x 4 walls, and 
trusses.  
 
Fiore Bucci said there’s a 9 x 9 covered patio in the front.  
 
Frank Daddario said there’s no plumbing, so no water issue there. For electrical, maybe a 
couple plugs and a light, nothing fancy.  
 
Chairman asked about the garage door. 
 
Fiore Bucci said it’s simple white to move in lawn mower, patio & pool furniture. The front 
door is regular standard size.  
 
Frank Daddario said I did the other addition. Materials are still available so everything will 
match.  
 
Fiore Bucci said for the foundation we’re putting a trench footer then cinder block.  
 
Chairman asked if block is allowed.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said it’s an out building so you don’t have to face it off with anything.  
 
Frank Daddario said by the time we grade it up, you won’t see any of it.   
 
Chairman Dinardo asked if any questions or comments. There were none. 
 
DECISION 
 
Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Mr. Klein made a motion to approve cabana drawings for Mr. Bucci 
at 6781 Meadowood Dr.     
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: Mr. Dinardo, Mr. Klein, Mr. Tombazzi, Mrs. Wervey, Mr. Miozzi  
Nays: None 
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Motion Carried.  
Drawings Approved & Signed.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Solar Panels 
 
Chairman Dinardo said before we close I’d like to talk about these solar panels. My guess is if 
this guy does a really nice job, you’re going to see more and more people wanting to do this. 
We have no Ordinance in our books for this. It’s not something we can deny somebody. The 
only thing we can do is try to make it as aesthetically pleasing as possible. It is what it is 
because it’s a solar panel whether it be for heating or photovoltaic. I have a feeling that in the 
next 4 or 5 years with the Federal Tax Credits and Grants, we’re going to see more and more 
people bringing these to this Board. When this is complete, we should all make an effort to go 
down there and have a look at it.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said we ought to also think about some kind of ground rules for stuff like this, if 
it’s going to be visible from the street, how much? Do we go past the center line of the house 
towards the street, or from the center line back?  
 
Mr. Klein said we have to keep the symmetry of them.  
 
Mr. Miozzi said on the back, but if somebody puts them on the side and they’re jacked up like 
that, unless they have a 7 / 12 pitch, 7 / 12 will lay on the roof and that’s not bad. But what if 
somebody has a 4 / 12 pitch?  
 
Mr. Marrelli said we just have to make it unobtrusive as possible. If he would come in and say 
“I could lay these on the back but I have to tip them up and I need a big panel so they’re going 
to stick up above my ridge”, do we deny him? What do we say?  
 
Mr. Klein said we try and make him use a wider panel that’s shaped different if it’s possible. 
The problem is we don’t know enough about the technology to know whether he needs to 
access the height to get better sun.   
 
Mr. Marrelli said back in the 80’s when they weren’t making these real well, there were a lot of 
people putting these doghouses on their roofs and those houses looked really bad when they 
were done. Nobody had standards.  
 
Mrs. Wervey said we should get from the south, an Ordinance with respect to solar panels. 
They’re everywhere down south.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said when you drive down the streets in California you see the solar panels on the 
fronts of the houses. You can see the pipes and everything. It’s common. You see the water 
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lines coming down the shingles. They all have them because everybody’s got a pool. It doesn’t 
matter where they put them; front, side, back, or above the roof.   
 
Mr. Klein said as a Country, we need to move that way, not necessarily solar, but towards 
renewable energy.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said you have to avoid that showing up on your neighbor’s house that it affects 
your property value because it looks so horrible. Otherwise, there’s no reason to have an 
Architectural Board at all.   
 
Chairman Dinardo said if there’s a resident adjacent who takes offense to this and asks “why” 
at least we’re going through the proper channels and discussing what the best option is to install 
these.  
 
Mr. Klein added, to make it as pleasing as possible to the eye, but I don’t think you can get in 
the way of somebody if that’s his access to the sun, it’s his property.  
 
Mr. Marrelli agreed, but I think we have to make suggestions like stay below the ridge and stay 
on the rear as much as possible.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mrs. Wervey, seconded by Mr. Klein made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: All    
Nays: None   Motion Carried.     
    Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   
 
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman       
       ________________________________    
       Secretary 
 


